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Communities who initiate the installment of 
surveillance systems in their community have 
no control these systems they have asked for. 
They desire the security it promises to provide; 
yet, they lose their privacy rights. Today, the 
vast majority of surveillance systems and the 
data they collect is controlled and owned by the 
governments or corporations. This leads to a si-
tuation where the public has to decide if they 
are for or against surveillance. Most projects 
today on surveillance are on either one side 
of the spectrum. How can we make surveillan-
ce more efficient and with better control? Or, 
on the other hand, how can we block, resist or 
avoid the surveillance systems all together?
In my research, I explore how surveillance sy-
stems can be in the control of the citizens. How 
can we use the surveillance technology, not 
to control people, but how can a community 
have control of this technology without giving 
up their privacy rights, and how to make their 
environment not only safer and welcoming, but 
also more opened and democratic. Through ar-
tistic research via self-surveillance projects,  
and working with local community groups who 
initiate the installment of surveillance systems 
in the public sphere in their neighborhood an 
understanding of why they many desire sur-
veillance in their community. This will lead to 
action-based research and participatory action 
research (PAC), that will create tools and sur-

veillance systems that will hopefully answer 
the security need of the community but will also 
leave the control of the systems in their hands.

I will present the rationalization of my rese-
arch, the motivation through past artistic 
projects and present stage of my thesis.
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