Listening’ to women’s post-conflict needs and experiences through
the visual

Sanne Weber
(University of Coventry)

This paper discusses how visual research can
be used as a tool for making conflict survivors’
gendered everyday needs visible, facilitating
them to mobilise to achieve their imag(in)ed
post-conflict gender equality. The paper draws
on a nine-month fieldwork period in two villages
in Colombia’s Atlantic coast, combining a feminist, ethnographic approach with participatory
visual methods. After ten years of displacement,
in 2012, the members of these communities embarked on a process of land restitution and individual and corrective reparations. Like other
transitional justice processes, Colombia’s is
based upon a human rights framework which is
often far removed from people’s everyday needs
and experiences. Moreover, whilst a gender perspective is included in the process, in practice
little is being done to transform the gender inequality that characterises these communities.
This paper argues how a Photovoice process
with women in both communities has not only
made visible women’s everyday needs but has
also enabled new ways of knowing and a more
complex understanding of people’s experiences of conflict and transitional justice. Through
allowing a more nuanced, lived account, I argue
that the visual has the potential to overcome
transitional justice’s distance to the lived experiences of conflict survivors and respond to their
everyday needs. The paper moreover explains

the importance of visual research as a means
through which participants are able to present
and communicate their truth, which is often missing or misrepresented in official discourses
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Image 1. The way forward – women walking home after a meeting of their newly formed women’s group

Image 2. Reversing roles: being the subject of participant-led visual research

